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Executive Summary

 Responding to the unprecedented levels of suffering and brokenness in the world, the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization’s new Care and Counsel as Mission Interest Group will hold a 30 participant agenda-building consultation on January 5-9, 2009 in Mexico City.  The purpose of the Care and Counsel as Mission Interest Group is “to catalyze a global movement of Christian counselors and caregivers whose work flows from a deep understanding of God’s call to take the whole gospel to the whole world.”  At the Mexico City consultation, this challenge will be explored through a paradigm which looks at the global role of care and counsel as three related concentric circles: member care (care for cross-cultural Christian workers), care and counsel for the worldwide Christian community, and care and counsel for the whole world—a world full of people suffering from the consequences of poverty, conflict, natural disasters, the HIV epidemic, materialism, self-centeredness and spiritual alienation. The group has concluded that this last and biggest circle, with all of its challenges and complexity, is probably the least studied, developed, and networked area of care and counsel as mission and, therefore, will be a major focus of the consultation.


The Mexico City consultation is led by an international steering committee with members from nine countries. Goals for the consultation include assessing global care and counsel needs, identifying biblically congruent and culturally appropriate responses, developing a long term plan leading up to and beyond the 2010 Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization to be held in Cape Town, and communicating its plans and findings broadly with the hope of challenging and equipping the global Church toward a more comprehensive and strategic response to human need.

The consultation will begin with dinner together on Monday, January 5, 2009 and end after breakfast on Friday, January 9. We anticipate that it will be possible for participants to arrive in Mexico City earlier and/or leave later.
Background: Care and Counsel in the Global Context

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18 (NIV)

“The claim that Jesus is the truth must be demonstrated in the Christian praxis of attending to human pain and meeting human needs.” 

--Lausanne Theology Working Group, 2007 Limuru Consultation: Following Jesus in Our Broken World

“We acknowledge that the scope of the gospel and building the Kingdom of God involves, body, mind, soul and spirit. Therefore we call for increasing integration of service to society and proclamation of the gospel.”

--Lausanne Holistic Mission Occasional Paper, No. 33, 2004 Forum

We are living in a world with unparalleled suffering and woundedness. The Lausanne movement is giving serious consideration to the implications of this reality for world evangelization.  People caring for people is not a new concept. The Bible and recorded history both give many illustrations of caring acts that are similar to what is known today as counseling. It only has been within the past century, however, that God appears to have been growing a diverse group of Christ-followers who bring wisdom, compassion, and specialized skills to people who suffer from emotional and spiritual brokenness. The work of these helpers is called counseling, pastoral care, spiritual direction, psychotherapy, coaching, mentoring, social work, crisis intervention, trauma treatment and more. Their numbers include highly skilled, professionally trained psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, pastoral counselors, and others who seek to be competent practitioners committed to the highest ethical standards. But the words “Christian counseling” also describe the activities of well-meaning but untrained lay people, along with dedicated but overwhelmed pastors who freely admit that their one seminary counseling course could never equip them to deal effectively with the complex pressing problems in their congregations. 
Scattered throughout the world, but mostly in the west, are a host of Christian counseling centers, treatment facilities, and training schools with staff members that run the full range of training, experience and competency. Books, articles, and seminars related to Christian counseling show a similar range of quality and expertise. In addition, Christian counselors include critics of professional Christian counseling and psychology who advocate for other approaches to people helping.

Despite this diversity, counseling most often is characterized by a person with troubling spiritual, emotional, psychological or relational needs being helped by another, sometimes specially trained person committed to bring healing, support, guidance or other care and assistance. More formal attempts to define or describe Christian counseling tend to emphasize the person who does the helping, the techniques or skills that are used, and the goals that the counseling seeks to reach. From this perspective the Christian counselor is: 

A deeply committed, Spirit guided (and Spirit-filled) servant of Jesus Christ


who applies his or her God-given spiritual gifts, skills, abilities, training, 
knowledge, and insights to the task of helping others move to personal wholeness, 
interpersonal competence, mental stability, and spiritual maturity. 

Christian counselors are committed believers, doing their best to help others, with the help of God. This definition includes believers who come from different theological perspectives, use different approaches to counseling, and have different levels of training and experience. The field is growing around the world, with diverse, effective and culturally sensitive models of care-giving. Even so, the movement continues to be strongest in the west while the potential for Christian counseling worldwide appears to have been often constricted by western middle class models of counseling as a fee-for-service, 50 minute hour of weekly individual therapy.  
Three Circles of Care and Counsel


For many years, a small cadre of pioneers and visionaries in the mental health professions, both Christian and secular, have recognized that the predominant and most influential models of counseling are too narrow, too western, too individualized, too geared to middle and upper class, educated Caucasians, and too dependent on English for an acceptable nomenclature and conceptual basis. There is growing awareness of the crucial importance of recognizing, developing, and utilizing culturally-sensitive and multicultural approaches to the giving of care and counsel. 

The diagram below shows three circles that can represent the emerging direction of the counseling movement as it partners with the church worldwide.   The inner circle (shown in orange) represents a small but increasingly sophisticated segment of care and counseling that focuses on pastors, missionaries, parachurch staff members, relief workers, Christian leaders or others who work in ministry settings. Most often termed “member care,” the focus appears to be primarily (but not exclusively) Protestant, often Evangelical, and weighted towards Western missionaries serving overseas. 
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The middle circle (shown in blue) is care and counsel for Christians. This circle takes its mandate from various passages of Scripture that encourage the church to care for one another as we try to reflect and build the Body of Christ worldwide. A wide range of approaches and techniques are being practiced in an effort to bring healing and wholeness to the church. Many of the counseling interventions used by Christian counselors seek to bring Christian values and biblically-based methods to their work, but the global impact of psychology and secular therapeutic techniques often shows a blending of non-Christian and Western approaches in service to the church. This is descriptive of the Christian counseling movement as it has developed in the West, especially since World War II and emerging from the pre-war pastoral care movement.  

The larger (yellow) circle represents the entire world including Christians and non-believers. The majority of these people are far beyond the reach of Christian care and counsel, commonly understood. This includes non-religious people, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and those who embrace other religions. Many who serve in the Christian counseling movement have little awareness of cultures other than their own, or little interest in working with people who are not middle class and white. Some Christians are unwilling or uncomfortable working within the big circle, outside of the blue area, unless the recipients of the care and counsel make a commitment to Christ first. 


Other counselors have a broader vision. They work with those in the big circle, Christian or not, who have been displaced, victimized, traumatized by disasters or war, or suffer from economic deprivation. These counselors (broadly defined) work in what might be considered non-traditional ways with those who are abused or at risk. Many work in clinical and hospital settings but they are not resistant to going into the streets and villages to offer a psychological-emotional or spiritual cup of cold water in Jesus name. Some commit to private practice, are staff workers in clinics, or work in relief organizations. These counselors seek to be culturally sensitive. They welcome non-Christian as well as Christian clients if there is evidence that these people can benefit from the counselor’s services. Working in the big circle is difficult and complicated theologically, culturally, and clinically. It is difficult to apply western ethical and therapeutic guidelines. It is work that is not well understood and may be controversial. Perhaps that is why it is the circle that is talked about the least. It is the “counseling as mission” circle where few have dared to go but where a growing generation of younger counselors appears eager to penetrate.


While there are still many needs in the smallest circle called member care, there are existing networks and resources available. In the middle circle the development of national and regional conferences and networks, while still vastly underdeveloped, has begun to raise the awareness of the global church that caring for those within the Body is a clear call of the New Testament. The big circle is, however, the pressing need of a hurting world. The diverse needs, and populations are overwhelming; the often isolated service providers, many who might not call themselves counselors, are in need of support, collaboration, resources, and training. It is these needs and the tremendous worldwide resources that God has provided through those who are skilled and compassionate workers in care and counsel that we seek to explore more deeply in this consultation.
Consultation Purpose and Agenda


This consultation will bring together, under the umbrella of the Lausanne Covenant, a small group of key Christian leaders in the work of care and counsel from around the world to pray, study, and plan for ways that those who engage in care and counsel worldwide can be more fully integrated into the work of bringing the whole gospel to the whole world.
The basic flow of the consultation will be as follows:

Day 1.  Pictures of Hope: Stories, Models and Lessons            
Day 2. A Vision of Shalom: Needs, Opportunities and Priorities

Day 3. Moving Forward Together: Goals, Plans, and Commitments

As a result of this consultation the participants will:


1.   Identify and understand more deeply the most pressing areas of 

      
      human suffering and woundedness.

2. Identify and begin to develop the most suitable Christian responses to these needs. 

3. Communicate these results to key Christian groups and organizations in their regions and throughout the whole world and issue a powerful call for a greater, more coordinated, and higher impact response to the “big circle” of human need.

4. Set an agenda for future work especially in light of the great opportunity present in the Capetown 2010 Congress.

 The agenda for this consultation will be guided by the following themes:

1. Care and Counsel AS Mission:  Care and counsel made available worldwide to non-Christians and Christians alike including those who are traumatized or suffering from chronic causes is a rapidly growing need. 

2. Care and counsel as both biblically grounded and culturally appropriate.  How can this highly culturally sensitive work be grounded in the universals of biblical truth and at the same time be appropriate and effective for the specific cultures where it takes place? 
3. Care and counsel integrated in whole person care and involved in social justice.  How can those involved in care and counsel more effectively connect with those in the Lausanne movement who reflect deeply about holistic ministry?
4.  Care and counsel as a continuum of care:  The potential of Christian counseling worldwide has been constricted by western middle class models of counseling as individual therapy. There are wonderfully creative and effective models of ministry coming from around the world that will be highlighted at this consultation.

5. The future role of care and counsel in world evangelization.  What specific goals and plans for future study and work would come out of this especially in light of the upcoming congress in 2010 so that the work of care and counsel is more integral to taking the whole gospel of Jesus to the whole world?
Specific areas in interest will be care and counsel in the contexts of:


1.    Material poverty


2.    Suffering including trauma responses to war, disaster, and 





interpersonal violence


3.    Relational conflict at all levels and need for reconciliation


4.    Secularization


5.    Technology

Consultation and Participant Standards

The consultation will be marked by:


-Rich multicultural worship


-Fervent prayer


-In-depth Bible study


-New and enduring relationships


-Meaningful connection with the host country


-Lively and peaceable discussion


-Creative presentations using many forms of communication


-Strategic planning and communication of consultation results to ensure a long-


lasting and substantial impact.

Participants will:


-Be mature Christian leaders involved in care and counsel who agree with the 
  
  Lausanne Covenant


-Come from all the regions of the world


-Be highly motivated to be prepared, active participants and to influence their 
constituency upon their return.

Consultation Costs


The participant cost for accommodation and food at the Armonia Ministries venue will be $250.00.


We anticipate that some limited financial assistance will be available for  participants from the Two Thirds World who do not have significant financial resources themselves or relationships with others who could help. We are currently working at raising funds for this consultation. 

For more information, contact Brad Smith at smithbrad@aol.com.
PAGE  
2

_1249730805.ppt


Christian Care and Counsel – A Broader Paradigm



Church and parachurch leaders and missionaries

The non-Christian and Christian world

The Christian church worldwide














